
July 20, 2023

The Honorable Debra Haaland
Secretary of the Interior
U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C St. NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Haaland:

As businesses who rely on the outdoors, protected public lands play a critical role for our bottom line and
way-of-life. From the outdoor industry to brewers, bankers, sportsmen, automotive, and renewable energy
companies, we succeed when we take bold steps to conserve outdoor spaces and wild places. We applaud
the Administration’s recent release of the proposed Public Lands Rule for the Bureau of Land Management.

The lands overseen by the Bureau of Land Management represent one of the greatest opportunities to
advance conservation in North America. The Bureau manages approximately 250 million acres of America’s
public lands, many of which provide outstanding opportunities for outdoor recreation and provide amenities
that are important to our employees and customers.

Outdoor recreation generates $862 billion in economic output per year. Conserving public lands brings
critical economic benefits through tourism and local recreation for rural and gateway communities situated
near to these lands and waters. In addition, outdoor recreation like hunting, fishing, boating, hiking, and
wildlife watching on public lands creates 4.5 million jobs across the United States.

Unfortunately, many of these areas and the activities that they support are at risk of being unnecessarily
degraded or lost. 90 percent of lands managed by the BLM are currently open to oil and gas development.
This includes special recreation areas like southwest Colorado’s world outstanding Phil’s World mountain bike
trails; Montana’s iconic Blackfoot River, world renowned for its legendary status for fly-fishing; New Mexico’s
Otero Mesa, critical to hunters across the southwest; and eastern Oregon’s Greater Hart-Sheldon area known
across the West for its wild backcountry recreation opportunities. While we support multiple uses on our
federal public lands, the current system is out of balance. Conservation and recreation must be put on a level
playing field with other uses in the short- and long-term.

We support a Public Lands Rule that will ensure that our public lands continue to offer unique recreational
opportunities, buffer important habitats against the growing impacts of climate change, and drive economic
value and jobs for Americans. We strongly encourage the Department of the Interior and Bureau of Land
Management to do all that it can to better conserve and protect our nation’s important public lands and
waters by adopting a strong Public Lands Rule.

https://www.blm.gov/press-release/interior-department-releases-proposed-plan-guide-balanced-management-public-lands
https://www.blm.gov/about/what-we-manage/national
https://www.blm.gov/about/what-we-manage/national
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/record-breaking-numbers-outdoor-recreation-a-whopping-862b-industry-according-to-new-government-data-301673388.html
https://outdoorindustry.org/advocacy
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/article/open-business-and-not-much-else-analysis-shows-oil-and-gas-leasing-out-whack-blm-lands


Sincerely,

Andy Corra, President
4Corners Riversports

Chris Kostman, President and Chief Adventure Officer
AdventureCORPS, Inc

David Bachrach, President
AK Adventures, Inc

Ronald Yarnell, Owner
All About Adventure

Caroline Duell, Founder and CEO
All Good

Sheilagh Brown
American Alpine Institute

Auden Schendler, SVP Sustainability
Aspen Skiing Company

Wes Carter, President
Atlantic Packaging

Penn Newhard, Co-CEO
Backbone Media

Chris Gerston, Owner
Backcountry Essentials

Marc Bergreen, Owner
Bergreen Photography

Jessica Powell, Advocacy and Sustainability Manager
Black Diamond

Kathleen McCarthy, Founder and President
BOCO Gear

Erik Lambert, CEO
Bonfire Collective

Bret Webster, Owner
Bret Webster Images LLC

Jackson Tomchek, Climate Action Analyst
Brooks Running



Marne Hayes, Director
Business for Montana's Outdoors

Sean Buchan, CEO
Cerebral Brewing

Jeff Clay, Principal
Clayhaus Photography

Forrest Merithew, Owner
Conatus Counsel

Anna Peterson, Founder and President
Conservation Communications

Jake Wheeler, Owner
Day Fire Company

Derek Nielsen, Founder and Photographer
Derek Nielsen Photography

Benjamin Colvin, President
Devil's Foot Beverage, LLC

John Gussman, Owner
Doubleclick Productions

Rebecca Cahall, Co-Founder and CEO
Duct Tape Then Beer

Chase LaCroix, President
Durango Outdoor Exchange

Julia Kintsch, Principal and Senior Ecologist
ECO-resolutions

Dave McCoy, Owner
Emerald Water Anglers

Joe Craig, Founder and CEO
Engaged Coaching LLC

Pete Dignan, President,
Ever Better, PBC

Cotter Cunningham, CEO
ExpertVoice

Tim Dwyer, Co-Owner
Fisher Brewing Company



Mike Banker, Director of Business Development and Operations
Fisher Creative

Ben MacAskill, President and COO, Flickr
President and COO, SmugMug

Megan McDuffie, Co-Founder
Fresh Off the Grid

Glenn Randall, Owner
Glenn Randall Writing and Photography

Cody Smith
Grayl

Celia Camargo, Director of Community and Purpose
GU Energy Labs

Peter Hall, Founder
Hala Gear SUP

Carol Cochran, Co-Owner
Horse and Dragon Brewing Company

Scott Baker, Owner
Icebox Knitting, LLC

J. Groene, Owner
J. Groene Construction

Elliott Nolan, Senior Director of Sales and Marketing
Jack Wolfskin North America

Betsy Harter, Associate of Sustainability, Conservation, and Philanthropy
Kahtoola, Inc.

Caroleigh Pierce, Nonprofit Outreach Manager
Klean Kanteen

Jonathan Lantz, President
La Sportiva N.A.

Ryan Mayo, General Manager
Last Exit Goods

Craig Nobley, CEO
Lighthouse Roasters



Dale Banks, Soul Member
Loopy Lupine Distribution LLC

Ben Conniff, Co-Founder and Chief Innovation Officer
Luke's Lobster

Steven Emerman, Owner
Malach Consulting

Misha Charles, Founder
Maluti Skingear

Meghan Kearns, Founder
Mercantile Commerce

Devon Richardson, Sr. Impact Manager
MiiR

Mike Mercer, Principal
MMercer Consulting

Paul Fish, Former CEO/President
Mountain Gear

Lisa Lamberson, President
Mountain Sports Flagstaff

Juliet Pearson, Founder
My Bougie Bottle

Len Necefer, CEO
NativesOutdoors

Theresa McKenney, Director of Sustainability
NEMO Equipment

Maile Spung, Owner
Neptune Mountaineering

Zoe Houghton, Administrator
Nevada Outdoor Business Coalition

Decker Rush, Brand Activation Manager
New Belgium Brewing Company

Mark Deming, Chief Marketing Officer
Northwest River Supplies (NRS)

Amy Beck, President
Oboz Footwear



Karl J. Findling, Owner and Co-Founder
Oregon Packworks

Casey Johnson
Oso Supply Co

Donald Pachner, President
Pachner and Associates

Dr. Linda Scott Cummings, President and CEO
PaleoResearch Institute

Meghan Wolf, Environmental Campaigns Manager
Patagonia

Annie Nyborg, Head of Environmental and Social Impact
Peak Design

Jeremy Dakan, Owner
Pine Needle Mountaineering

Jess Nepstad, CEO
Planetary Design

Laura Reutter, Artist / Owner
Ravenstone Tiles

Taldi Harrison, Director of Community and Government Affairs
REI Co-op

Stu Swineford, Co-Founder
Relish Studio

Kate Ketschek, President
Revolution House Media

Anisa Kamadoli Costa, Chief Sustainability Officer
Rivian

Megan Kennedy, Creative Director and CEO
Rogue Heart Media SPC

Brandan Hill, President
Ruffwear

Brian Holcombe, President
rygr

Kim Miller, CEO



Scarpa North America

Kevin Timm, Founder/President
Seek Outside

Forrest Merithew, VP/Director of Compliance
Singletrack Trails

Darcy Gaechter, Owner/Operator
Small World Adventures

Brett Dioguardi, VP of Impact
Summit Coffee

Eric Hayes, CMO
Superfeet Worldwide LLC

Jenny Vierling, Co-Founder
Tailwind Nutrition

Linnea Swenson Tellekson, President
Sven-Saw

Diane Verna, Owner
Teton Backcountry Guides

Rick Saez, Founder and Host
The Outdoor Biz Podcast

Tim Peterson, Founder
Tim Peterson Photography

Paul Vanderheiden, Owner
Timberline Events LLC

Gordon Seabury, CEO
Toad&Co

Mark Paigen, Owner
Tread Labs

Julie Singh, Co-Founder
TripOutside

Steve Schmidt, Partner
Western Rivers Flyfisher

Sarah Whitson, Principal
Whitson Strategies



Don Bushey, President
Wilderness Exchange Unlimited

Peter Metcalf, President and Owner
Wildland Policy Institute

Lance Reif, Owner
Wildwater River Guides

Stephen Trimble, Owner/Writer and Photographer
Words and Photographs by Stephen Trimble

Mike Lewis, Sr. Director of Global Marketing
Zeal Optics

cc)
The Honorable Tracy Stone-Manning
Director
Bureau of Land Management
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240


